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For 200 years the University of Virginia Library has been a 

center of intellectual engagement and inquiry, scholarship, 

research, and community at the University. But while the 

University has long vied for the spot of top public University in 

America, the Library has not been recognized at the same level. 

In the Association of Research Library rankings the UVA Library 

routinely sits at or around tenth among public university libraries, 

and has not been in the top 20 of all university libraries since 2006. 

“The Next Chapter” campaign is an opportunity to change that. 

To be the best, we must invest in new resources, build on existing 

strengths, and create the new Library system for the University’s 

third century. The Library is for everyone — strengthening the 

Library elevates the entire academic enterprise at UVA, and will 

help solidify UVA’s position as America’s top public university.

The Library’s campaign will focus on three areas that will greatly 

enhance Library spaces, services, and collections: the renovation 

of our main library, an increase in access and affordability, and the 

expansion and improvement of Library collections.

I THINK OF THE  
LIBRARY AS A  
CONSTELLATION  
OF SPACES,  
PEOPLE,  
COLLECTIONS,  
AND SERVICES  
THAT SERVE  
THE ENTIRE  
UNIVERSITY
 
University Librarian  
John Unsworth



Renovating our Main Library
Thomas Jefferson famously built the University of Virginia around 

the Rotunda, and no American institution of higher learning is more 

closely associated with a library. And when collections outgrew the 

Rotunda, a new library was built that had every modern amenity. That 

was in the 1930s, and the intervening years have not been kind to 

the infrastructure of the building. In the last several years especially, 

the building was rapidly deteriorating, and an extensive renovation 

is now underway. The renovation will bring the main library up to 

current standards of safety and accessibility, and the end result will 

be a beautiful new light-filled building with five floors of collections 

space and more room for the people who will use those collections. 

Supporting the renovation will further renewal and refurbishment and 

create a new hub for the Library system — and for academic life at 

the University.

• Refurbishing of the building’s historic envelope and wooden  
 furniture

• New spaces for student gatherings and University events

• More even mixture of collections and study/research space

• New shelving for growing collections 

• Beautiful, light-filled interior

• New entrances and larger and better elevators for accessibility  
 and safety

• A public connection linking the new building with Clemons  
 Library

• Complete renewal of HVAC, electricity, plumbing, and other  
 systems

Increasing Access and Affordability
We cannot call ourselves a great public university library if we  

provide uneven service to our community. We must make our  

spaces welcoming for everyone, and we must remove any barriers to 

using our services and collections. This means providing equal access 

for all to our physical and online spaces, which includes improving 

interaction with Library technologies for persons with disabilities.  

The Library is also uniquely positioned to work with the University  

and academic community to push Open Educational Resources  

(OER) and Open Access (OA) solutions to considerably reduce the  

cost of performing research and producing scholarship at UVA. 

The campaign will support the building of new programs and 

strengthening of existing initiatives that will make the University of 

Virginia experience more affordable and accessible for every member 

of the UVA community.

• Develop infrastructure that supports the creation and sharing of  
 Open Educational Resources and Open Access materials

• Develop a faculty consulting framework to increase ease of  
 finding low- and no-cost course materials

• Support UVA faculty promoting and/or creating OER and OA  
 content

• Reduce the cost of a UVA education by ensuring that OER are  
 freely available for courses in a variety of disciplines

• Retrofit spaces so all materials are immediately accessible to all  
 patrons in all Library spaces

• Invest in equipment and software to improve accessibility



Improving Collections
One of the major factors in university library rankings is how well 

collections are resourced. Although the breadth of collections at UVA 

is well known, this is an area in which we have fallen behind a number 

of our peer institutions in recent years, as the collection budget has 

not kept up with the reputation of the University. A rich history of 

collections support from alumni and friends has been established — 

after the Rotunda fire, Library collections were rebuilt through such 

support — and major gifts to special collections have immeasurably 

aided acquisitions in that area. We must increase our resources in 

order to broaden our collections in all fields and disciplines, expand on 

our remarkable special collections, and preserve and make available 

all of these materials for research and scholarship.

• Establish collections endowments in new and growing fields

• Increase collections budget to match the caliber of the institution

• Endow funds for Special Collections 

• Increase access to online databases

• Address significant equipment needs

• Endow archivist positions

• Strengthen Preservation Services through increased funding and  
 endowed positions

• Bolster resources for processing, cataloging, and exhibiting  
 materials

CONNECT WITH THE LIBRARY

Friends of the Library is a new donor recognition program offering 

opportunities for enhanced connection with the Library through events 

such as tours, lectures, curator discussions, exhibition openings, and 

other special programming, with both virtual and in-person offerings. 

For full details about Friends of the Library, visit 

library.virginia.edu/support-library/friends

SUPPORTING THE NEXT CHAPTER

You may also make a gift through stock or bond transfers, and your 

employer may match your gift. Donors may also designate the Library 

as a beneficiary of their wills, charitable trusts, and retirement plans.

QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING TO THE LIBRARY? 
Contact Sean Clarkson, Director of Development for the Library, at 

(434) 962-3509 or sean.clarkson@virginia.edu

BY MAIL
Simply send a check payable to 

University of Virginia Library to:

UVA Gift Processing Services 
PO Box 37963 
Boone IA, 50037-4963 

ONLINE
Our secure online form allows 

you to make a direct credit 

card donation for a one-time or 

recurring gift. You will receive 

an e-mail confirmation of your 

gift, and a receipt by mail for tax 

purposes.

library.virginia.edu/give

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NEXT CHAPTER CAMPAIGN AT 
LIBRARY.VIRGINIA.EDU/SUPPORT
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